
 
 
  

WASHINGTON, D.C. — American Fuel & Petrochemical Manufacturers (AFPM) President and CEO
Chet Thompson issued the following statement on the Trump administration’s proposed revised
2027-2031 Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE) Standards:

“We are just beginning to review the proposal, but we’re encouraged to see this administration
working to get CAFE back on a solid legal footing, well within the guardrails Congress
established in the Environmental Policy & Conservation Act. Past administrations used CAFE
standards as a back door mechanism to force electric vehicle adoption — a clear and unlawful
misuse of the program. We’re optimistic this proposal aligns with EPCA’s directive for standards
to be ambitious yet feasible for internal combustion engine vehicles, and that it will support a
more efficient vehicle fleet while also protecting consumers’ access to the types of cars and
trucks they want and can afford to drive. We thank the Trump administration for its hard work on
this issue and look forward to offering substantive comments in the weeks ahead.” – Chet
Thompson, AFPM President and CEO

Under the Biden administration, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) acted
unlawfully by including EVs and assuming unrealistic levels of EV adoption in its CAFE Standard
baseline. A fleet of internal combustion engine vehicles could not achieve the 2027-2031 CAFE
standards finalized in June of 2024. Compliance would have required an unrealistic level of electric
vehicle adoption, far outpacing consumers and the market. 

NHTSA under President Trump issued an interpretive rule in the summer of 2025 reaffirming that the
EPCA expressly states NHTSA “may not consider” the fuel economy of electric vehicles or “dual-fueled
vehicles” operating on electricity when setting fuel-economy standards for passenger cars and light
trucks (see 49 U.S. Code § 39202). The revised standards proposed today are in line with this
interpretive rule and are necessary to ensure that the CAFE standards follow the law.
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https://www.nhtsa.gov/laws-regulations/corporate-average-fuel-economy
https://www.nhtsa.gov/laws-regulations/corporate-average-fuel-economy
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/USCODE-2011-title49/html/USCODE-2011-title49.htm
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  About AFPM:  

The American Fuel & Petrochemical Manufacturers (AFPM) is the leading trade association representing
the makers of the fuels that keep us moving, the petrochemicals that are the essential building blocks for
modern life, and the midstream companies that get our feedstocks and products where they need to go.
We make the products that make life better, safer and more sustainable — we make progress.
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