
 
 
  

Congress has an opportunity to overturn EPA’s December 2024 decision allowing California to ban sales
of new gas, diesel and traditional hybrid vehicles. Why should elected officials support the CRA?  

California’s ban doesn’t just impact California. It will impact the whole country, even states that have
taken measures against California’s vehicle policies.  

Nearly 20 states follow all or parts of California’s vehicle laws, and a dozen states,
representing 35% of the U.S. population will follow California’s ban. This means millions of
Americans will lose vehicle choice if the previous EPA’s waiver stands.
Because of California’s outsized market influence, its ban will affect the price and availability of
vehicles everywhere and threaten U.S. manufacturing jobs. Even states like OH, KS, KY, LA, ME
, NC, CT and VA that have taken measures to avoid California’s ban will be impacted.

California does not have authority to ban sales of new gas cars. The Biden administration side-
stepped Congress by authorizing California’s ban.

Under the CAA, the U.S. EPA is responsible for regulating vehicle emissions. California may
seek “waivers” for its own emissions laws meant to address local pollution, but the state is not
empowered to ban or limit consumer access to vehicles. Doing so constitutes a major policy
question only Congress can resolve.
EPA does not have authority to ban sales of new gas cars or mandate only “zero emission
vehicle” (ZEV) sales. If EPA imposed California’s policy nationwide, it would be struck down.  

EPA’s December ruling is CRA-eligible, and supporting a CRA is common sense.  

CRAs exist to allow Congress to review important agency actions that will have national impacts.

EPA’s ruling to green light California’s ban satisfies the CRA criteria for rules of “general
applicability.” California’s policy provides all 50 states an alternative to federal vehicle
emissions standards and EPA has long acknowledged the “nationwide scope or effect”
of California waivers.

Americans do not want sales of new gas and diesel vehicles banned, and they don’t want
California dictating what choices they have and prices they pay for fuels and vehicles.  

WPA Intelligence: 70% of likely voters in 2024 opposed government regulations aimed at
banning the sale of gas-powered cars. Just 18% supported such policies.

A CRA overturning approval of California’s ban doesn’t put any barriers in the way of
consumers who want to purchase EVs. EVs will still be able to compete and grow in popularity.  

Read more on the CRA and California’s Advanced Clean Cars II here. 
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https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-01-06/pdf/2024-31125.pdf
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/advanced-clean-cars-program/states-have-adopted-californias-vehicle-regulations
https://www.ttnews.com/articles/ohio-law-california-emissions
https://legiscan.com/KS/bill/HB2783/2023
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/24rs/sb215.html
https://legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?i=246273
https://mainemorningstar.com/2024/03/20/maine-board-of-environmental-protection-rejects-advanced-clean-car-ii-act/#:~:text=The%20Advanced%20Clean%20Cars%20II,existing%20cars%20in%20the%20state.
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2023/hb259
https://www.fox61.com/article/news/politics/lamont-announces-he-wont-pursue-ev-mandate-in-ct/520-68970e77-61c4-4497-afc7-0acd397fb2e5
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/governor-of-virginia/pdf/ed/SHNR-ACCII-memo.pdf
https://x.com/BoydenGrayPLLC/status/1892250397777023000
https://www.wsj.com/opinion/bidens-epa-tries-to-put-one-over-with-ev-mandate-congress-shouldnt-fall-for-it-b4af50f7?st=kDCfCx&reflink=desktopwebshare_permalink
https://www.wsj.com/opinion/bidens-epa-tries-to-put-one-over-with-ev-mandate-congress-shouldnt-fall-for-it-b4af50f7?st=kDCfCx&reflink=desktopwebshare_permalink
https://www.afpm.org/sites/default/files/issue_resources/AFPM%208%20States%20Survey%20Memo-FINAL.pdf
https://www.afpm.org/sites/default/files/issue_resources/CRA%20and%20the%20CA%20Waiver%20ACCII.pdf
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  About AFPM:  

The American Fuel & Petrochemical Manufacturers (AFPM) is the leading trade association representing
the makers of the fuels that keep us moving, the petrochemicals that are the essential building blocks for
modern life, and the midstream companies that get our feedstocks and products where they need to go.
We make the products that make life better, safer and more sustainable — we make progress.
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