
 
 
  

Question 98: What metallurgy are you using for mesh pads in reformer
compressor suction knockout drums? How often are the mesh pads
inspected and how often are they replaced? Are the same criteria used
for mesh pads in product separators?  
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Rick Grubb (Chevron USA) 

We typically use 304 SS demister pads in the refinery and inspect them every 10 years. In reforming
service we have been using Tefzel demister pads and have been replacing them approximately every
dump and screen due to separator internal inspections. If we go into the vessel we go ahead and inspect
the mesh pad, but assume before opening the vessel that the pad will need replacing. The Tefzel pads
have greatly increased the reliability such that we don’t find mesh pad pieces in the compressors
anymore. We have been contemplating using co-knit pads (synthetic fiber inter-woven with a SS fiber),
but have not done so yet.
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